
$100 million renewable energy program
to fast-track grid-ready solar and
battery projects - Northmore Gordon
Canonical: https://northmoregordon.com/news/100-million-renewable-energy-program-to-fast-track-grid-ready-sola
r-and-battery-projects/

Details:
$100 million renewable energy program to fast-track grid-ready solar and battery projects - Northmore
Gordon Skip to content Live AU Certificate Prices Twitter Linkedin-in Youtube Buy and Sell Global
RECs Contact Search Carbon moREnewable100 (RECs & Offsets) Trade RECs & Carbon with us
Climate Active Net Zero Roadmaps Carbon and Energy Strategy NGERS Reporting Carbon Health
Check Grants and Programs Funding Energy Grants and Programs Funding Energy Audit &
Assessments Energy Optimisation Compressed Air Services EEO Assessments (SG) Strategic Energy
Sourcing Energy Procurement Virtual Environmental Manager Certificates Live Certificate Prices
Funding Solar VEECs (VEU PBA) Measurement & Verification (VEU & ESS) ERF & Carbon Credit
Registration Boiler Upgrades (VEU & ESS) Hot Water Systems (VEU & ESS) Deemed Certificates
(VEU & ESS) moREnewable100 (RECs & Offsets) Trade RECs & Carbon with us Global Certificates
Australian Programs Case Studies Articles Team More About Us Locations Contact Us Careers
Articles Latest News Government Updates Accreditations Glossary Carbon moREnewable100 (RECs
& Offsets) Trade RECs & Carbon with us Climate Active Net Zero Roadmaps Carbon and Energy
Strategy NGERS Reporting Carbon Health Check Grants and Programs Funding Energy Grants and
Programs Funding Energy Audit & Assessments Energy Optimisation Compressed Air Services EEO
Assessments (SG) Strategic Energy Sourcing Energy Procurement Virtual Environmental Manager
Certificates Live Certificate Prices Funding Solar VEECs (VEU PBA) Measurement & Verification (VEU
& ESS) ERF & Carbon Credit Registration Boiler Upgrades (VEU & ESS) Hot Water Systems (VEU &
ESS) Deemed Certificates (VEU & ESS) moREnewable100 (RECs & Offsets) Trade RECs & Carbon
with us Global Certificates Australian Programs Case Studies Articles Team More About Us Locations
Contact Us Careers Articles Latest News Government Updates Accreditations Glossary Carbon Close
Carbon Open Carbon Carbon Our decarbonisation services help businesses transition to low-carbon
operations and covers footprints, reporting, certificates, carbon solutions and net-zero Net-zero is a
term meaning to get to zero emissions, there is no current standard on what getting to net-zero means.
For governments a net-zero target is one that covers all scope 1 emissions in their jurisdiction. For
business it usually covers scope 1 and 2 emissions, although some companies also include some
scope 3 emissions. The Science Based Targets Initiative is currently working on a standard for
companies. roadmaps, to reduce emissions moREnewable100 (RECs & Offsets) Reach Global
Sustainability Goals with Renewable Energy Certificates and Carbon Offsets Trade RECs & Carbon
with us Trade Local & International Environmental Attribute Certificates Climate Active Achieve Climate
Active Carbon Neutral Certification Net Zero Roadmaps Identify opportunities and build achievable
pathways Carbon and Energy Strategy Integrate your carbon and energy strategies NGERS Reporting
National Greenhouse Emissions Reporting Grants and Programs Review the latest grants and
programs Energy Close Energy Open Energy Energy We offers comprehensive energy services,
focusing on efficiency improvements, cost reduction, monitoring, benchmarking and strategic sourcing
for sustainable and positive environmental impacts Grants and Program Review the latest grants and
programs Energy Audit & Assessments Identify cost and emissions reductions Energy Optimisation
Metering & Monitoring, Feasibility Studies, EnMS and ISO50001, & Benchmarking Strategic Energy
Sourcing Feasibility & Assessments: Renewables, PPAs or Certificates Compressed Air Services Air
Compressor Leak Audits, Surveys and Benchmarking EEO Assessments (SG) Singapore Energy



Efficiency Assessments Energy Procurement Navigate energy markets with confidence Virtual
Environmental Manager Leverage our teams wide experience Certificates Close Certificates Open
Certificates Certificates Our Environmental Attribute Certificate services help businesses accelerate
technology adoption, improve project ROI, and manage claims of renewable energy, energy efficiency
and carbon offset 1 carbon offset = 1 tonne of CO2-e avoided or removed from the atmosphere.
Avoided emissions covers activities that alter behaviour that would have otherwise caused emissions
such as energy efficiency improvements or avoided deforestation. Removal covers activities that
permanently remove CO2 from the atmosphere such as new forestry plantations, soil carbon
improvement or carbon capture and storage. certificates Live Certificate Prices The value of certificates
change day-to-day, check todays prices Solar VEECs (VEU PBA) VEU PBA for Large-scale Solar
Measurement & Verification (VEU & ESS) M&V; for Large C&I; Efficiency Projects (VEU PBA & ESS
PIAM&V;) BESS Calculator Estimate the Peak Reduction Certificate revenue available to your NSW
battery project in minutes ERF & Carbon Credit Registration ACCUs for Emission Reduction Projects
Boiler Upgrades (VEU & ESS) NSW & VIC Boiler Rebates REC Registration (I-RECs & LGCs) Register
renewable assets for I-RECs and LGCs Trade RECs & Carbon with us Trade Local & International
Environmental Attribute Certificates moREnewable100 (RECs & Offsets) Reach Global Sustainability
Goals with Certificates and Offsets Deemed Certificates (VEU & ESS) NSW & VIC Rebates Global
Certificates Environmental Attribute Certificates Australian Programs Australian EAC Programs Case
Studies Sectors Articles Team More Close More Open More Northmore Gordon Learn more about
Northmore Gordon with the latest news and insights, were to find us, and the extensive terminology
used in emissions reductions About Us Who we are & what we do in energy efficiency &
decarbonization. Locations Find our offices near you. Contact Us Get in touch with our team. Careers
Join our team making a sustainability difference Articles Learn about energy efficiency & carbon
reduction. Latest News Stay informed on industry developments. Government Updates Track policy
changes impacting your energy use. Accreditations See our certifications for trusted service. Glossary
Define key terms in emissions reduction. $100 million renewable energy program to fast-track
grid-ready solar and battery projects Sid Bansal August 4, 2026 News Share this article The Australian
Government has committed $100 million to help small and medium-sized renewable energy projects
overcome financing barriers and move into construction sooner. The investment will support up to 16
hybrid solar, battery storage and battery retrofit projects through a new financing initiative delivered by
the Clean Energy Finance Corporation and Infradebt. What has been announced The Clean Energy
Finance Corporation, or CEFC, is working with infrastructure debt manager Infradebt to establish the
Distribution Connected Accelerator Program. The program will provide concessional senior debt to
eligible renewable energy projects, with applicants to be selected by Infradebt through a competitive
process. The government said the initiative is intended to address the financing challenges faced by
smaller renewable energy projects. While these projects may be technically viable, traditional project
finance is often structured around larger developments. Projects supported through the program are
expected to progress towards construction in 2027. Which projects will the program support? The
program will primarily target projects with capacity of up to 5 MW, although larger projects may also be
considered where appropriate. Potential projects include: hybrid solar and battery developments
standalone battery energy storage projects battery retrofits for existing renewable energy projects.
These projects occupy what the government describes as the “missing middle” between household
rooftop solar and major utility-scale renewable energy developments. They may be large enough to
supply renewable electricity or grid services to local businesses and communities, while remaining
small enough to connect to existing electricity distribution infrastructure. Why distribution-connected
projects matter Connecting renewable energy projects to existing distribution networks can, in some
circumstances, allow them to be developed more quickly than projects that depend on major new
transmission infrastructure. The government says the program will help make better use of existing
poles, wires and network capacity, allowing additional renewable generation and storage to connect at
a potentially lower cost and within a shorter timeframe. The projects may also strengthen local
electricity networks by adding generation and storage closer to the businesses and communities that
use the energy. Actual connection costs, timeframes and project viability will continue to depend on
factors including local network capacity, technical requirements, approvals and individual project



economics. What the funding means for renewable energy developers For developers, sponsors and
investors, the program may provide a new debt-financing pathway for projects that are ready to
proceed but are considered too small for conventional project finance. Access to concessional senior
debt could help eligible projects address funding gaps, reach financial close and move into
construction. However, the announcement does not mean that every distribution-connected renewable
energy project will receive funding. Applicants will need to participate in Infradebt’s competitive
selection process and demonstrate that their projects satisfy the relevant technical, commercial and
delivery requirements. The new $100 million program builds on an earlier $150 million CEFC
commitment to Infradebt. According to the government, Infradebt has financed more than 80
infrastructure projects over the past 13 years, including more than 40 distribution-connected renewable
energy projects. How certificates and incentives may affect project economics Debt finance is only one
component of a renewable energy project’s business case. Depending on the project’s technology,
location, size and operating model, environmental certificates or government incentive schemes may
also contribute to project revenue or reduce the effective capital cost. For battery developers and asset
owners, Northmore Gordon’s Battery Storage Certificates guide outlines certificate opportunities that
may be available for eligible battery energy storage systems. In New South Wales, eligible battery
projects may be able to create Peak Reduction Certificates under the Peak Demand Reduction
Scheme. The applicable pathway depends on factors including the battery’s capacity, installation date,
site type, network area, solar configuration and the relevant BESS activity. The new NSW BESS3
BESS3: battery systems for eligible apartment buildings , BESS4 BESS4: battery systems for eligible
small and medium business sites and BESS5 BESS5: larger battery systems for eligible commercial
and industrial sites activities are due to commence on 1 September 2026, covering eligible apartment,
small and medium business, and larger commercial and industrial battery projects. In addition, the
Federal Government has announced that solar systems up to 1MW will be eligible for STCs
Small-scale Technology Certificate under the Australian Renewable Energy Target. More
(small-technology certificates) under the SRET, further strengthening the economics for these
mid-scale renewable energy projects. Developers should assess certificate eligibility before finalising
equipment, project design or funding arrangements, as these decisions may affect the number and type
of certificates a project can create. It is also important to distinguish the federal financing program from
state-based certificate schemes. Receiving finance through the Distribution Connected Accelerator
Program would not automatically make a project eligible for certificates or rebates. Opportunities for
commercial solar projects Victorian commercial solar developers may also need to consider whether
their projects qualify under the Victorian Energy Upgrades program. Northmore Gordon’s article, Earn
More from C&I; Solar – What Activity 47 Means for You , explains the certificate pathway for eligible
commercial and industrial solar installations. Activity 47 enables upfront deemed Victorian Energy
Efficiency Certificates to be created for eligible solar photovoltaic systems between 30 kW and 200 kW.
Larger Victorian solar systems may be able to access other measurement and verification pathways,
depending on their size and circumstances. These certificate pathways are separate from the new
federal financing program, but they may be relevant when developers assess the overall economics of
eligible solar and hybrid projects. What prospective applicants should do next Developers, sponsors
and investors with grid-ready renewable energy projects should monitor the detailed application and
eligibility requirements released by Infradebt. Before applying, project proponents should be prepared
to demonstrate: the project’s technical and commercial viability its connection status and available
network capacity its proposed construction timetable the amount and structure of the required finance
the project team’s delivery capability the availability of equity and any additional funding any relevant
certificate, rebate or incentive opportunities. Certificate eligibility and government funding should be
assessed early in the development process. Project proponents should also confirm whether accepting
one form of government support could affect access to another program. The Distribution Connected
Accelerator Program creates a potential new financing pathway for grid-ready solar, battery and hybrid
renewable energy projects. Developers and asset owners should consider the financing program
alongside available environmental certificates, state-based incentives and other project revenue
streams. Northmore Gordon can assist with assessing renewable energy and battery projects,
identifying applicable certificate opportunities and incorporating available incentives into the project
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